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Keratin fibres (esp. human hair) are dyed by applying (1) at least 
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6- and/or 7-hydroxy indole. The colour is developed at alkaline pH using 
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an oxidising agent. In (I), Y = 0 or S; R = 1=4C alkyl or 
monohydroxyalkyl, or 2-4 C polyhyroxya Iky I. 

Also new are hair dyeing compsns. contg. (a) a mixt. of (I) and 
(II) and (b) an oxidising agent, the pH of the components being such 
that after mixing at ratio 9:1-1:9 the mixt. has pH over 7. 

The oxidising agent is pref. H202, urea peroxide, alkali bromo, or 
persalts, it is present together with (I) and (II). or applied 
separately (at the same time or sequentially). The coupler is partic. 
6-hydroxy indole (I la). 

USE/ADVANTAGE - (I) provide a wide range of colours with 'warm' 
shades. These have better fastness to light, washing, bad weather, 
perspiration and various hair treatment processes than known dyeings. 
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